
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Thursday, June 2, 2016  

 
Minutes of Special Meeting 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo, Vice Chairman Michael T. DeFeo, Commissioners Robert 
E. Galati, Albert A. Natelli, Jr. and Peter J. Romano, Jr.; Director of Recreation David A. 
Lapreay, Assistant Superintendent of Parks Michael S. Manware 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner DeFeo made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Romano, to accept the 
Minutes of the May 4, 2016 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried 3-0-2 abstentions (Galati and 
Natelli). 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay gave an update on programs.  Playground camp begins June 20th.  It is filled up.  
Camp counselors meeting was held last night.  Next week there are two training classes – CPR 
and First Aid.  Camp RISE, the special needs camp has 14 individuals signed up right now.  We 
have space for a maximum of 25 but there is still time to sign up.  All staff is hired.  Donations 
are still coming in; response has been outstanding.  Mr. Lapreay said he started up another 
program – adapted soccer program at Rec Park. 
 
Music on the Green had its second concert last night.  Weather was great and there were good 
crowds at both concerts.  The LED lights for the show trailer were ordered.  There was enough in 
this year’s budget to get them.  Mr. Lapreay is hoping to have them next week. 
 
There is a new program this year – Skyhawks sporting camp at DePaolo.  It was very successful 
and there was good response from parents.  A Track and Field Camp for 7 to 12 year olds will 
take place the first week in August.  They provide the staff.  They offer every sport but we will 
offer things that we don’t otherwise have.   
 
Mr. Lapreay said he was approached by a group called Evolution Volleyball that does beach 
volleyball.  They want to come to Southington at Rec Park this summer.  It is the fastest growing 
sport in the country.  He is trying to coordinate it perhaps in late June or early July.  He will keep 
the board posted. 
 
There was some discussion about providing feeder programs to the high school and having 
programs for K-5 as feeders to the middle schools.  Mr. Lapreay said he has been trying to 
coordinate that for certain programs and he will continue to try. 
 
Swim lessons registration is on June 8 for Rec Pool and June 20 for Memorial.  Registration will 
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be in Town Hall.  Southington Youth Basketball at Panthorn Park for grades 4-8 starts July 6. 
 
Food Truck Fridays has not started yet.  Dee was supposed to start a month ago but she has been 
delaying it due to conflicts with scheduling on her end and weather. 
 
Mr. Lapreay said he is receiving a lot of requests for groups to come in to use the fields.  Usually 
the leagues make the call but it starts to get overwhelming for them.  He would like to create a 
form to make it easier to see what we’re dealing with – how many kids, a roster to see how many 
are from Southington, and other details.  It would give a better understanding of the request to 
make it easier for scheduling.  Members agreed it was a good idea. 
 
Commissioner Natelli asked the status of the second pickle ball court request.  Mr. Manware said 
his crew is very busy but would try to get it done in July; he would try to do it earlier if possible.  
Mr. Lapreay said there is definite interest.  Individuals have come in about promoting it.  The 
current court is being used. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner DeFeo, seconded by Commissioner Natelli, to accept the 
report of the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Mr. Manware said as usual for this time of year maintenance work is at full tilt.  Rec Pool was 
replastered.  It developed a hairline surface crack which was repaired.  Mr. Manware got our 
options in writing regarding any issues by the end of the season.  The pool is slated to open 
Saturday, June 11. 
 
He had a meeting today regarding the Memorial Pool House project.  It is progressing pretty 
well.  He is expecting to clean up and drain the pool next week.  He is still hoping to open on 
June 25.  Some pool equipment did not arrive on time.  The area has been top soiled and seeded.  
They are looking at some options for a new sign on the building. 
 
Annual plantings were started late last week through the LEAF program with Mark Ramsay.  He 
has provided whatever we asked for and they are good quality.  The fountain on Riccio Way was 
previously contracted out but we are now doing it ourselves since we have staff with experience.  
It works out timewise with any issues. It is in good shape as of today. 
 
The train depot opened last weekend and is open every Saturday and Sunday through September 
25th from 9 to 4. In response to a question, Mr. Manware said the model train is not set up yet. 
Past attendance has been good; there is a sign-in sheet for visitors. 
 
White pines at Rec Park near the exit are having difficulty since last year. Mr. Manware has sent 
samples for diagnosis and “stress” is the main problem. The issue exists throughout town. He is 
keeping an eye on it. 
 
Discussion followed regarding extension of the linear trail and what the status was. Cheshire has 
three segments to do. It is estimated that Jarvis Street to the Southington line is to be completed 
for spring 2017; West Main to Jarvis section by year’s end (2017); and the last segment, West 
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Main to Cornwall, will be completed in 2019.  The state is involved.  Commissioner Natelli 
mentioned that Solvents Recovery is going to give the town clean fields when they are done with 
that section.  All the old buildings have been taken down.  He didn’t know if the contamination 
cleanup has been completed. 
 
Commissioner Romano made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of 
Parks, seconded by Commissioner DeFeo.  Motion carried. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, motion was made by Commissioner 
Natelli, seconded by Commissioner DeFeo to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried and meeting 
adjourned at 6:31 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


